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 In last week’s bulletin, I presented the first in a series of articles that tell the 
story of who we are today, what are we about, our needs, and where we need to be 
heading if we take seriously the Lord’s commission: 
 

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the age. (Matthew 28:19-20).   
 

 If we do not heed His words, we will not have a Church – a community of 
faith to hand on to the next generation.  If we do not take action and set an 
intentional path of discipleship, the Church in this area will in fact, die.  This is true 
of many communities in our nation and across the world throughout the ages, and 
certainly is possible in the climate of today’s culture.  
 
 Last week, I presented a listing of all the buildings and facilities that we, as 
Triumph of the Cross Parish, own and maintain.  This week, I want to share my 
vision for our parish, rooted in the mission given to us by Jesus Himself: making 
disciples, baptizing and teaching. It is my vision and hope that together we make it 
our focus to actively cooperate with the Holy Spirit in creating a vibrant parish; one 
where people will want to invite their friends. It is to be a place where you 
experience the joy of the Lord because you encounter the Lord’s unconditional and 
infinite love!  It is to be a community of committed disciples of Jesus, who do not 
settle for the minimum of just going to Church with concern only for oneself.  It’s 
about so much more than that; it’s about getting to heaven, and taking as many 
people along with us, beginning with the members of our family!    
 
 In restoring and creating this vibrant faith community, we must set 
priorities.  A parish is established to be a place to Teach, Preach, and Sanctify. 
 

Passing on the message is essential to who we are as Catholics.  
It begins as couples pray to God, thanking Him for the calling to 

be married and wanting to bear children and grow their family. It 
is in that conversation with our Heavenly Father that they seek guidance and 
blessing.  It continues with uniting themselves with God and His holy people, that 
they seek to learn more about God so that they can hand on the best of life, faith 
and love, to their children.  The Church accompanies us in every stage of formation 
throughout every season of life.  This is critical because like all other things in life, 
“we cannot give what we do not have.”  This is true in all of life, but most 
importantly, in fostering a relationship with the living God.  Therefore, it is critical 
to everyone for the sake of the next generation, that we are committed to passing on 
the good news.  This means that we should strive to provide the most effective 
teaching forums, beginning with sacramental preparation from Baptism throughout 
all the developmental stages of life.  We should never stop wanting to learn more 
about the love of God.  After all, what else can compare to it? Once we stop 
growing and learning, we die.  Many today are on life support with their knowledge 
and relationship with Jesus.  They stopped learning when they exited the doors of a 
classroom.  This scenario is truly sad.  To accomplish our mission, we need the 
following: 
                                                                                                          

Teach 
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▪ The best sacramental preparation and training 
programs: Baptism, Reconciliation, Holy 
Eucharist, Confirmation, and Marriage.  This 
includes all Faith Formation instruction, from 
Preschool, Elementary grades, Middle and High 
School Youth Ministry, Young Adult and Adult 
education programs including the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).   

 
▪ We need facilities that are welcoming and 

properly maintained, places where children and 
adults want to gather.  Outdated classrooms with 
chalkboards are not suitable. 

 
▪ We need faith-filled and competent individuals to 

lead these programs and ministries that can train 
others as well. 

 
▪ We need volunteers – rather disciples, who are 
 committed to the ongoing missionary work of the 
 Church. I for one believe that, in hindsight, we 
 have for too long formed our people to be “good 
 Catholics,” many of which have since left the 
 Church. We need to focus instead on forming 

“disciples” who know, love, and thirst for Jesus, 
knowing that it is critical that everyone, with the 
gifts that they have been given, are committed to 
handing on the faith to the next generation. 

 
By all that we do and say, we preach 

constantly – all of us.  What is the 
message that we are communicating to 

others?  That is key.  The following words have been 
often times attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi – preach 
the gospel constantly, and if you have to, use words.  
Scholars who have studied the life and writings of Saint 
Francis do not believe these words are actually those of 
Francis.  However, whoever first spoke them was 
definitely inspired.  These words should speak to 
Christians of every age and generation.  And then 
there’s that old cliché that actions speak louder than 
words. This is true of parents raising children and 
disciples making disciples.  We have to be a faith 
community that doesn’t just talk the talk, but be willing 
to walk the walk.  We must proclaim the good news of 
the gospel by putting our faith into action!  Saint Paul 
tells us that faith without works is empty (James 2:17).  
Through outreach in the community, serving the needs 
of all our sisters and brothers, we bring the gospel to 
life.  This is what Jesus asks of all of us.  This is what 
Jesus expects of all of us – to further the kingdom. 
 

By our passing through this world, 
we are to leave it a better place than 

we found it.  We are to make it holy – 
a place set aside to honor the God of all creation. We are  
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called to accomplish this in similar but different ways. 
Often times, we expect those called to Holy Orders to be 
the ones to accomplish this.  This is true, in that those 
who have been ordained are called to sanctify the world 
and its people by the sacraments that Jesus gave to His 
Church. However, the title of royal priesthood has been 
bestowed on each of us by virtue of our baptism into the 
life and mission of Jesus.  Together, those ordained and 
the laity must seek the Lord’s will and apply the gifts 
that they have been given for the good of the world.  
This begins in the family, spreads to the community of 
the Church, and ultimately, the whole world.   
 
 I give my pledge and that of my brother priests, 
that we will serve to celebrate the sacraments with 
reverence, proclaim the word of God, and to bring the 
good news of salvation.  In worshiping our God and 
serving His people, I will continue to challenge us to be  
the warmest, most welcoming community we can be to 
friends and associates, but most importantly, to any 
stranger or guest among us.  Finally, we will continue to 
worship our God in various genres; because worshiping 
well is at the heart of all that we do. Keep in mind that it 
is not just about pleasing ourselves, but to reach the 
unchurched and those who no longer worship with us.  
This is what it means for us to be a Church evangelizing 
– a missional Church, a Church with a focus to those 
who are not with us.  Remember the story of the 99 
sheep and the one lost sheep that Jesus went after?  
(Luke 15:1-7). We as Catholics, must be open to relearn 
what it means to truly worship God. Showing up without 
participation is not enough.  Each of us must apply our 
God given talents to praise and worship God. Too many 
times, we expect others to fill the church with joyful 
songs and responses. We need to remember that coming 
to Mass, celebrating the Eucharist and praying together 
was never intended to be a spectator sport. Like the story 
in Matthew’s gospel of the loaves and fishes (Luke 9:15-

17), we must ALL bring forth the gifts that we have been 
given, and give thanks to God and not hold back! 
 
 This is what growing the Church is about!  It’s 
not simply about maintaining buildings, but the passing 
on of the gospel.  All of our buildings, including those 
designed for worship are to serve our needs – current and 
future.  This may sound radical to some, but this is what 
the gospel of the living God is all about and what history 
testifies to.  This is the radical love that Jesus calls each 
of us to.  I hope this vision will help you to better see 
what is needed in our community now and in our future, 
with the keen understanding that we must do all that we 
can to hand on the faith – a relationship with Jesus – to 
the next generation.  Our children and grandchildren are 
certainly worth it…they are all our children and their 

Preach 

Sanctify 
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In Jesus’ Love,  

Fr. Zywan 

Our Needs (continued) 

relationship with God should be important to every one 
of us.  We must all appreciate the importance of growing 
in our faith, to be better able to pass on a relationship 
with God to others. Hopefully, we can all recognize a 
significant depth and growth in the relationship we have 
with Jesus, from when we first encountered Him in our 
childhood.  There is so much richness in the faith, that 
we all have yet to discover.  Each day is an opportunity 
for us to do just that. 
   

 I ask you please to take these thoughts to prayer 
with Jesus.  Ask Him to help you to have an open mind 
to what means most:  mission, not maintenance.  Trust 
Him, in that He always goes before us.  He understands 
our brokenness, heals our wounds, and desires to lead us 
into the deepest of joy.  As we continue to speak more 
about mission and vision, keep these concepts in mind.   
 

Mission 

Mission is tied to the great commission:  
Making disciples, baptizing and  

teaching (Matthew 28:19-20) 

Pastor Vision 

The pastor’s faith dream for the parish. 

Parish Vision 

This is what the mission will look like when 
it is lived out in our parish & community. 

This is the desired change or the end result. 

Vision Statement 

A memorable summary of the parish vision. 

In next week’s article, as part three of this 
series, I will provide an updated report as to our needs 
and the conditions of the buildings of our parish.  


